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Trailing Certification

	Test:
	Trailing – Type I, Type II, Type III


	

	Search Capabilities: 
	Capable of trailing individuals’ specific scent in wilderness terrain, suburban/rural or urban settings; Aged 2 – 12 hours; 1 mile or longer; in applicable terrain, scent contamination, surface substrate. 

Law Enforcement positive indication of subject at end of trail.


	

	Task Book:
	All items in Trailing Certification Task Book must be demonstrated for certification.
	


Testing Standard

Wilderness test- large area of mostly uninhabited terrain; natural vegetation; typically used for recreational purposes; recreation areas; Wilderness; trails; trailheads; campgrounds; lakes; rivers; agricultural areas

· Start of test in vegetation in area of contamination such as trailhead, picnic area or road

· Trail enters into area with low contamination, in natural vegetation.

· Trail crosses at least one area of higher contamination with a newer cross-trail such as road or hiking trail. 

· A minimum of four (4) changes of direction will occur as terrain dictates. 

Suburban/Rural Test- Combination of inhabited and uninhabited TERRAIN; neigborhoods; parks; fields; open space; schools; urban/wildland interface; some natural vegetation, planted vegetation such as blue grass, and hard surface.
· Trail begins in vegetation in area such as park, schoolyard, open space, or field.

· Trail transitions through different levels of scent contamination.

· 50% trail in vegetation, 50% trail on hard surface such as blacktop, cement, dirt or gravel roads or parking lots.

· At least four turns placed in trail, two perpendicular with the wind, one into wind and one with wind.  The turns do not have to be 90 degrees.
Urban Test- Inhabited urban terrain; Cities; Towns; nieghborhoods; business parks; Downtown areas; parking lots; Roads; Sidewalks; Hard Surface

· Trail begins on hard surface such as blacktop, cement, dirt or gravel roads or parking lots.

· 80% of trail on hard surface such as blacktop, cement, dirt or gravel roads or parking lots.

· At least four turns placed in trail, two perpendicular with the wind, one into wind and one with wind.  The turns do not have to be 90 degrees.
Law Enforcement- Law enforcement agencies may require the identification of a potential suspect at the end of a trail.  IF this is requested the subject and at least one other subject will be placed at the end of the trail requiring the dog team to identify the subject that matches the trail that was followed.

Type I Trailing: wilderness, suburban/rural, or urban

1. Aged 12+ hours.

2. 1 mile or longer.

3. Last seen point given.

4. Scent article provided.

5. Subject does not regularly train with dog team and is unknown to Handler.
6. Team must determine direction of travel, work through scent pool and locate subject at end of trail.
Type II Trailing: wilderness, rural or urban

1. Aged 4-6 hours

2. 1 mile or longer

3. Last seen point given.

4. Scent article provided.

5. Subject does not regularly train with dog team and is unknown to Handler.

6. Team must determine direction of travel, work through scent pool and locate subject at end of trail.

Type III Trailing: wilderness, rural, or urban

1. Aged 1.5 – 2 hours: wilderness, rural or urban

2. 1 mile or longer

3. Last seen point given.

4. Scent article provided.

5. Subject does not regularly train with dog team and is unknown to Handler.

6. Team must determine direction of travel, work through scent pool and locate subject at end of trail.

Guidelines for the Evaluation

The team has two (2) hours to compete each test.  This time limit may be extended if the team is making substantial movement in the correct direction of the trail.  Difficult trails may take substantially longer than two hours and a team must be executing a clearly verbalized strategy and correctly able to read their dogs alert, indications or final responses to continue beyond the two hour time limit.  

An initial scent map must be created at the time the trail is laid.  This map will indicate where the evaluator estimates the scent to have settled onto the ground.  Distance of scent travel should not be estimated to be greater then the distance a dog could Airscent an individual on the track.  The map must indicated wind direction and strength, temperature, relative humidity, and other factors that may influence dispersal of scent, including traffic, water sources, and changes in substrate.   Any changes in weather during the time the trail ages should also be noted.   

The evaluators will compare the ability of the team to work through scent with the estimation of where scent settled into the environment.  This will be documented on the map.

Care should be taken to begin each test at a location that is not in a scent pool caused by the subjects vehicle or where the briefing for the subject occurred.  A clear direction of travel must be available to the dog team and should be in area with multiple possibilities.  The dog team will be given a point the subject was last seen with no direction of travel.

Care must be taken to not cross-contaminate the trail with other portion of the trail.  Turns should be a sufficient distance apart where dogs will not cut out portion of the trial by skipping ahead.  Should this occur it does not constitute a failure of the dog team.  

Care must be taken to place the subject at an end point that minimizes the possibility of the team Airscenting the subject.  Should a team correctly Airscent a subject this does not constitute a failure of the test.

Care must be taken to locate a testing area that is not used by the subject in their routine lives.  Contamination must be avoided when transporting the subject to and from the beginning and end of the trail.

Evaluators may terminate a test when a team fails to make meaningful movement in the direction of the trail.  Evaluators must be able to articulate that a team is completely out of an area where scent is present and the team does not have the ability to return to the area where the trail is located given inadequate strategy, unable to identify that dog is not in scent or physical factors make it impossible for the team to return to the trail.  ALL EVALUATORS MUST AGREE TO TERMINATION OF A TEST.
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Trailing Certification Evaluation (CE) Scoresheet
Date:
	

	Name of Handler: 
	Name of Canine:  


	Team:  
	Location:  

	Evaluator (print):  
	Evaluator (signature): 

	Evaluator (print):  
	Evaluator (signature):

	Test Type:   Type I  Type II  Type III


	Site Type:   Urban    Suburban   Wilderness  

	Environmental conditions trail laid:

Temp:            Wind:                 Humidity:
	Environmental conditions trail start:

Temp:            Wind:                 Humidity:

	Time start:       Time end:
	Poss.
	Neg.
	Comments

	Ground Rules:
	
	
	

	   No abuse of canine 
	
	
	

	   No aggressive behavior to humans or other canines      by canine
	
	
	

	   Canine under control at all times
	
	
	

	Team Demonstrated:
	
	
	

	   Ability to determine direction of travel
	
	
	

	   Ability to work through a scent pool
	
	
	

	   Ability to follow scent through turns
	
	
	

	   Located subject at end of trail
	
	
	

	   Handler ID’s correct person ID (LE only)
	
	
	

	   Dog works through distractions
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Additional Skills:


Ability to formulate and articulate an appropriate search strategy
(

Appropriate interview of witness or briefing with Incident Command
(


            Handler demonstrates proper navigation skills
(
            Appropriate debriefing to Incident Command
(
            Provides accurate map of search area
(


	Comments:

Comments:
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