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February 5, 2009

As you may know SARDUS has been working very closely with Representative Gagliardi in the Colorado State Legislature formulating House Bill #09-1073.  This Bill increases funding for search and rescue in Colorado.  Representative Gagliardi and family of Jaryd Atadero started this effort to provide increased support for search and rescue in Colorado.

You may recall Jaryds story, as it made national news.  In 1999, three-year old Jaryd was hiking with family friends in the mountains of Colorado.  Jaryd became separated from his hiking group and a massive search entailed.  Jaryds remains were eventually found 4-years later, not too far from the where he went missing.    This tragedy galvanized the Atadero family as advocates for outdoor recreation and child safety.  Jaryds father, Allyn Atadero, has championed this cause in the name of his son ever since.

SARDUS was invited into the process when Representative Gagliardi and Allyn were looking to support the search and rescue system in Colorado.  In 2008, we began writing the Bill and began the process of seeking political support for the changes.   We gained the support and worked with the County Sheriffs of Colorado (CSOC), representing the 50 Sheriff Departments in Colorado that are statutorily responsible for SAR operations.  We gained the support of worked with the Colorado Search and Rescue Board (CSRB), which represent 55 search and rescue organizations in Colorado.  Representative Gagliardi worked tirelessly to garner the support from numerous State agencies as well as the sportsman groups that would be asked to cover the costs of the increase funding.  

On Tuesday, February 3rd, House Bill #09-1073 went before the House Committee on State, Veterans and Military Affairs.  In a very emotional hearing SARDUS, CSOC, CSRB and the Atadero family all testified in support of the Bill.  There was some opposition to this Bill from the Colorado Bow Hunters Association who stated that the 25-cent increase of fees on all hunting fishing, boating, ATV license unfairly impacted the hunting community.  The Bill passed out of the Committee on a vote of 10-1 and is now on its way to the House floor.

While there is still a lot of work to be done, the support we are finding for search and rescue is enormous.  Over and over everyone involved in the process recognizes the sacrifice that SAR volunteers give everyday.  Should this Bill pass it will fund another $400,000 in training, certification, education and equipment for SAR teams.  We really see the system in Colorado as a model that can be easily adopted by other States.  SARDUS would be glad to provide detailed information on how this system worked in Colorado and suggestion on how it can be implemented in your State.

For our SARDUS members in Colorado please take the time to contact your State House and Senate Representative and express your support for this Bill.

Best Regards,

Jeff Hiebert

President

Search and Rescue Dogs of the United States

http://www.sardogsus.org
